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Abstract 
The debate on migration in Germany is taking a major turn with the alliance between the CDU and the AfD, 

influencing European migration policies and, consequently, relations with Morocco. This document examines how 

Germany’s proposed migration reforms impact Morocco, considering migration realities, cooperation dynamics, 

and economic challenges. As a country of origin, transit, and destination for many migrants, Morocco is directly 

affected by European migration policies. Stricter measures from Germany could heighten tensions in bilateral 

relations and affect the management of migration flows in Morocco. This document also suggests recommen- 

dations for a more coherent management of migration flows between Morocco and Germany, emphasizing the 

importance of regional and European cooperation. 
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1. Introduction 

This policy brief explores the evolving implications of Germany’s migration reforms on its bilateral 

relationship with Morocco. Against the backdrop of shifting political dynamics in Germany—particularly 

the increasing alignment between mainstream and far-right parties—this paper assesses how new 

restrictive measures influence migration governance, cooperation mechanisms, and socio-economic 

outcomes for Moroccan nationals. As a critical partner in European migration policy, Morocco’s role 

has become increasingly complex, requiring a balanced response to both internal priorities and external 

pressures. 

Through a multidimensional approach, this paper analyzes the direct and indirect effects of Ger- 

many’s policy shifts on Moroccan migrants, the domestic integration framework, and broader Euro- 

Mediterranean relations. It also outlines policy recommendations to foster a more coherent, rights-based, 

and cooperative model for managing migration flows between the two countries. 

 

2. Context and problem analysis 

Migration dynamics between Morocco and Europe, particularly Germany, have significantly expanded 

over the past decades. Morocco has become one of the main countries of origin for immigrants in 

Germany while also playing a key role as a transit country for thousands of sub-Saharan migrants 

seeking to reach Europe via the Mediterranean and the Strait of Gibraltar. 

In a context of tightening migration policies in Europe—marked notably by the rise of conservative 

and far-right parties—migration cooperation between Morocco and the European Union is increasingly 

scrutinized. In 2024, Germany strengthened its legislative framework on asylum and immigration with 

the adoption of the “CDU-AfD compromise,” introducing stricter measures such as reinforced border 

controls and heightened restrictions on asylum applications. 

Morocco finds itself at a crossroads in the current migration landscape, striving to maintain pragmatic 

cooperation with its European partners while facing growing pressures due to new restrictions imposed 
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by far-right parties. This situation raises major strategic questions about the future of the Euro-Moroccan 

migration partnership and Morocco’s ability to balance its national interests with European expectations. 

 

3. Tightening migration policies: a concerning trend 

The recent evolution of migration policies in Germany, marked by increased collaboration between 

traditional parties and far-right parties, has led to a notable tightening of immigration conditions. This 

is reflected in stricter restrictions on asylum, visas, and family reunification. In 2023, Germany recorded 

approximately 329,000 first-time asylum applicants, a 51% increase compared to the previous year 

(OECD, 2024). In response to this surge, the government implemented more stringent admission criteria, 

particularly limiting asylum access for certain nationalities, including Moroccans. 
 

Figure 1: Line chart showing the evolution of asylum applications in Germany and the EU from 2015 to 2024 (source: 

BAMF, Migration Statistics) – Prepared by the author. 

 

In this context, pressure on Moroccan migrants in Germany could intensify, with stricter controls, an 

increase in deportations, and a reduction in social rights. In February 2024, the German government 

announced its intention to expel approximately 2,700 Moroccan migrants, with an initial group of 900 

individuals affected (Reuters, 2024). 

At the same time, Morocco has strengthened its own migration policy since 2013, establishing 

foreigner offices in the country’s prefectures and deploying human and logistical resources to facilitate 

the regularization of over 60,000 migrants (Redalyc, n.d.). These efforts aim to gradually integrate 

migrants into Moroccan society, although the country faces socio-economic challenges that limit this 

integration. 

 

4. A direct impact on migrant integration 

The new migration restrictions in Germany directly undermine the integration processes of Moroccan 

migrants. The increasing difficulty in obtaining legal status limits their access to the labor market, 

healthcare services, and education, further exacerbating their vulnerability and precariousness. 

As a result, many migrant communities find themselves marginalized, which can lead to social 

tensions and a sense of isolation. This situation reinforces the perception of migrants as an economic 

burden rather than as a resource for the host country’s development. In contrast, Morocco has adopted 

a more inclusive migration policy, although significant challenges to integration remain. The country 

has allowed regularized migrants to access healthcare, education, and certain professional integration 

programs. However, economic opportunities remain limited due to a constrained labor market and a 

high unemployment rate. 
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5. Consequences for refugees and asylum seekers 

One of the most alarming effects of the tightening migration policies concerns refugees and asylum 

seekers. With the gradual closure of asylum pathways, thousands of people fleeing war and persecution 

find themselves without protection. In 2023, 8,565 migrants lost their lives on global migration routes, 

a 20% increase compared to 2022 (IOM, 2024). In Europe, stricter border controls have led to a 34% 

decrease in asylum applications in Germany in 2024, with 213,499 applications compared to 322,636 in 

2023 (Reuters, 2024). 

Restrictive policies only worsen the conditions in refugee camps, which are already overcrowded 

and underfunded. Additionally, migrants without legal status become potential targets for exploitation, 

forced labor, and human trafficking. The lack of a stable legal framework and the increasing rejection 

of asylum claims make these populations even more vulnerable, exacerbating tensions between locals 

and migrants. This dynamic fuels institutional rejection and growing hostility, particularly in times of 

economic and social crises. 

 

6. A domino effect at the european and international levels 

The impact of Germany’s tightening migration policy extends far beyond its borders. As a central pillar 

of Europe’s migration framework, Germany’s approach directly influences decisions made by other EU 

member states. In 2024, the total number of asylum applications in the EU, Norway, and Switzerland 

dropped by 11%, reaching 1,014,000 applications (Welt, 2024). This decline is largely attributed to 

restrictive policies adopted by key countries such as Germany, France, and Austria. These trends 

exacerbate Europe’s migration crisis by deepening the divide between northern and southern countries 

on migration management. Refugee distribution remains a major point of contention, particularly 

between Germany, Italy, and Spain. 

Moreover, Germany’s more restrictive policy undermines cooperation efforts with migrants’ countries 

of origin, particularly in North Africa and Sub-Saharan Africa. By limiting legal migration and increasing 

deportations, Germany weakens its international partnerships, making it more difficult to address the 

root causes of migration, such as poverty, conflict, and climate change. This shift in Germany’s migration 

policies reflects a broader trend of border tightening across Europe. While these restrictions aim to 

reduce migratory pressure, they lead to concerning side effects, including greater marginalization of 

migrants, increasing social tensions, and deteriorating conditions for asylum seekers. 

 

7. Recommendations for a renewed migration partnership 

Rethinking current bilateral mechanisms presents a realistic and beneficial path toward a renewed 

migration partnership between Morocco and Germany. On one hand, Morocco must propose a more 

comprehensive negotiation framework that goes beyond a security-driven approach to migration 

management and incorporates a shared development vision. This includes establishing a permanent 

dialogue mechanism functioning as a strategic platform between the two countries. This mechanism 

should be more than just an administrative body; it should enable continuous consultation on cross- 

cutting issues such as migration flow management, migrant professional integration, combating human 

trafficking, and leveraging migration for economic development. 

Such a platform would allow Morocco to position itself as a strategic partner rather than merely 

a transit or origin country for migrants. On the other hand, migration should be seen as a driver 

of development rather than a challenge. Morocco has a diaspora in Germany consisting of skilled 

professionals and potential entrepreneurs. It is crucial to implement specific public policies to encourage 

investment and skills transfer. This could include tax incentives, the creation of support structures 

for transnational entrepreneurship, and measures facilitating the integration of Moroccan talents in 

Germany to maximize their contribution to Morocco’s economic development. 
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In return, Germany, facing demographic challenges and a labor shortage, should expand its migration 

policies to integrate more Moroccan talent. This could be achieved through targeted programs for skills 

recognition, supplementary training, and professional integration support in sectors with high demand. 

Furthermore, Mediterranean cooperation must be strengthened. Morocco should be viewed not only as 

a transit country but also as a key actor in migration management. In this regard, Morocco could initiate 

the creation of a Euro-Mediterranean Migration Observatory. This platform would aim to produce 

strategic analyses on Mediterranean migration, provide a space for dialogue between southern and 

northern countries, and propose innovative solutions to migration challenges. Such an initiative would 

strengthen Morocco-Germany relations while demonstrating leadership in Mediterranean migration 

governance. At this stage, it is undeniable that the success of this new approach depends on a pragmatic 

and humanistic vision, where migration is perceived as an opportunity for mutual development rather 

than a threat. To achieve this, flexible mechanisms must be established, adaptable to the realities 

of migration flows. It is also crucial to implement an annual evaluation mechanism for migration 

policies to measure their effectiveness, adjust actions based on results, and ensure the transparency 

and sustainability of initiatives. This should be done through regular assessments and constructive 

dialogues, respecting the political commitments of both countries to guarantee a solid and long-term 

migration partnership. 

 

8. Conclusion 

Germany is at a crossroads in its democratic history, marked by the rise of the far right and the decision 

of some traditional parties to cross ideological red lines. The political collaboration on migration policy 

could have lasting effects on regional and national political structures, potentially redefining the balance 

of power in an already unstable European context. If these parties continue their rapprochement 

strategy with the far right, they risk further undermining the democratic foundations of the country. In 

this context, it is crucial for traditional political forces to recommit to a national cohesion project that 

upholds the fundamental principles of democracy, ensuring that migration policy does not serve as a 

pretext for an authoritarian drift. 
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